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Editorial Foreword

Raising Consciousness
Growing up in the heart of New York City, was not a 

very “green experience” for me. There were a few scraggly 
trees growing in between stone slabs in the backyard of 
the tenement in which I lived. The public school that I 
attended had no greenery except for potted plants in the 
classroom windows of some of the teachers. Fortunately, 
there was a park nearby that had some green lawn and 
trees. However, most of the play spaces were paved 
concrete.

On April 24th of this year, I saw a posting for Arbor 
Day. This brought back memories of my grammar school 
years. Arbor Day was celebrated each year with the 
planting of a tree in the local park. This was accompanied 
by the recitation of a poem or the singing of a song by the 
students. I found out recently that Arbor Day in the United 
States began in 1872 in Nebraska City. In that year it is 
estimated that one million trees were planted. Impressive! 
By the 1920s most states observed the holiday. Many 
countries around the world continue to celebrate it, as well. 
It was a precursor of Earth Day whose 25th Anniversary 
we commemorate in this issue of Harvest.

Since the last issue, we find ourselves still in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. Spread of the novel 
coronavirus has slowed in some areas and reignited in 
others. The return to pre-pandemic ways has begun with 
what appears as a new normal. We are continually urged to 
be careful not only for our own health, but also for concern 
of those around us. Now more than ever, we should realize 
that we are all interconnected.

In the midst of the pandemic, we got a wakeup call 
with the killing of George Floyd. Racism reared its ugly 
head once again and demonstrations continue around the 
Black Lives Matter Movement. I am amazed at how much 
I didn’t know or understand or recognize about systemic 
racism in our history, within the Church and within myself 
and others around me. It is a time to learn. It is a time for 
soul searching, conversion - a conversion of heart leading 
to action. Are we open to this reality? Are we ready to 
change our hearts of stone to hearts of flesh seeing all 
people as a reflection of God’s own image?

For me as for many out there, life has become a 
‘virtual’ reality for learning. I listen and watch newscasts 
and participate in Zoom meetings and webinars on my 
iPad and computer. I receive reports from the National 
Catholic Reporter, Ignatian Solidarity Network, 

Benetvision and local newspapers, to mention a few. 
In any given week, I feel as though I am back in the 
classroom (without papers due, of course).The topics 
are broad, informative, inspiring, challenging and 
disturbing, too. They provide facts and opinions about 
COVID-19, climate change, systemic racism in society, 
white privilege and violence. My electronic devices 
allow me to be “present” at prayer vigils and peaceful 
demonstrations. Since I cannot participate outside of my 
home, I have taken on, as a sort of ministry, the forwarding 
of information about our current reality to members of 
my family, CLCers, friends and parishioners. Knowing 
that many of us are ‘together’ at the same time and with 
the same focus is uplifting and fulfilling. It seems a good 
and right thing to do. It is my hope that I continue to raise 
consciousness about these current and ongoing concerns. 
It is also a way to feel the interconnectedness that Pope 
Francis speaks of in Laudato Si’. 
 
We must hear the cry of the poor and the cry of the 
earth…Pope Francis is very clear, these are not two 
crises; they are one and the same crisis manifesting 
themselves in different ways. Care for our common home 
is not an add-on, it is not something secondary - it is at 
the heart of the Christian experience and if our faith is 
not informed by that, then it is a defective faith. 
 
(Father Dermot Lane, Irish theologian and author of 
Theology and Ecology in Dialogue: The Wisdom of 
Laudato Si’)

Within This Issue

President Barb Rudolph and her community revisited 
Laudato Si’. Concerns about health care and social justice 
practices came to the fore of their discussions. In “Small 
Steps to Laudato Si’’ Barb tells of efforts to support 
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the School of Hope in Kenya, to assist in local food 
distribution during the pandemic and renewed efforts at 
recycling.

In “The New Faces of CLC-USA ExCo” we are 
introduced to Christina Kim, Henry Gonzalez and 
Deirdre Vivas. 

In “Laudato Si’ - Fifth Anniversary” Father Daniel 
Fitzpatrick, S.J., focuses heavily on the ‘resistance 
to change’ even as Pope Francis calls each of us to a 
conversion of the heart. Father Dan speaks of Pope 
Francis’ ideas as a “new spirituality.”

Ann Marie Brennan asks us in “How Are We 
Doing?” to consider the past five years since the release of 
Laudato Si’. Recognizing that more needs to be done, she 
instructs us on the seven-year plan of the Vatican Dicastery 
and charts an action plan with goals and measurement 
indicators. 

“Earth Day Should Be Every Day,” writes Maria 
Alejandra Pulgar. She says that the pandemic ‘forced 
the world to stop and listen to the voice of nature.’ She 
also believes that celebrating Earth Day helps educate the 
younger generation to focus on creation.  

Father Dominic Totaro, S.J., describes a ‘crisis 
within a crisis’ in “Laudato Si’ and COVID-19.” He 
provides examples and also calls on CLC and the world 
to respond together toward a conversion leading to 
transformation.

Peter Macaluso uses quotes from the likes of Brian 
Swimme, Thomas Berry, Thomas Huxley and Simone Weil 
to support the title, “Laudato Si’ and the Celebration of 
Creation.” Peter states, “Celebration of the earth’s beauty 
should play a dominant role in sustaining the well-being of 
our planet.” 

“Celebrating the Year of Laudato Si’” is Pat Carter 
Anderson’s introduction to a Communal Discernment, 
Living Laudato Si’. (See the article below.) Pat describes 
part of the process of the three steps of Deepening, Sharing 
and Going Forth.

“The Garden Project at Ballfield Farm” as experienced 
by Beth Christensen and Carol Gonzalez, describes a 
hands-on approach to caring for our earth. 

The CLC-USA Integral Ecology Working Group 
prepared “Living Laudato Si’” an in depth Communal 
Discernment resource. All communities are urged to use 
the materials, share them within and outside of CLC, 

hopefully leading to positive actions.

Dan Scheid’s, “The Integral Ecology Working Group 
and Laudato Si’” is a comprehensive and inviting picture 
of the goals of this group as it answers the call of one of 
CLC’s four frontiers of mission. It hopes to sway public 
opinion with a clear and consistent message on climate 
change and care of creation - these coming from a trusted 
source.

“Toward a Catholic Understanding of the Phrase 
‘Black Lives Matter’” was delivered by Father C. 
Matthew Hawkins at a Black Catholic Prayer Service 
on June 28, 2020. Father refers to fundamental Catholic 
values of family, community, life and faith. He shares 
about the importance of passing on black culture in history, 
music and in family life. He ties the call Black Lives 
Matter to the Gospel of Life and so much more…

In “United Nations Report,” Mary Ann Cassidy 
focuses on the effects of the extractive mining industries 
on the indigenous peoples of Brazil, Venezuela 
and Ecuador. She writes of some of the human and 
environmental “costs” as a result of these businesses.

Mauricio Lopez Oropeza takes us through a prayerful 
discernment in response to the need for conversion in 
a world of crisis - the pandemic and the neglect of our 
common home. “New paths for environmental conversion 
in a world in crisis?” There are calls for personal and 
communal conversion, ecclesial conversion and integral 
ecology conversion.

Christine Cichello and Matthew Thompson bring 
us up-to-date on the doings of “The Young Adult CLC 
Formation Team.” We are asked to pass on to Christine 
names of youth interested in CLC.

 Our prayer as we go forward is for an end to the 
novel coronavirus, a return to health for those infected 
and the repose of the souls of those who have succumbed 
to it.

We pray for a change of heart leading to an end of 
systemic racism and an end to senseless violence. Help us 
Lord, to see you in all the people in our lives. Amen

With gratitude to our loving God,

Dorothy M. Zambito
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President’s Corner Small Steps to Laudato Si’
Have you noticed when you read Laudato Si’ that different things pop out at 

you each time you read it? What touches me the most right now is different from 
what concerned me about a year ago, as well as different from the first time that 
I read it. Our world’s needs and best practices keep changing. Laudato Si’ is a 
comprehensive document with a great deal of content to think about! 

There is a song by Kathy Sherman, CSJ, that starts out, “Touch the earth with 
gentleness, touch the earth with love.” Today, being aware of our inter-relatedness 
with each other, the need to be thoughtful and respectful and caring stand out for 
me. It has been helpful to summarize my thoughts, concerns and affirmations 
that touch some part of Laudato Si’. I am more conscious of a changing world, 
with an emphasis on health issues related to our environment. Likewise, several 
factors, international and local, are currently affecting recycling and reusing or 
repurposing materials. Additionally, I am more aware of the overlay of political 
and socioeconomic issues with environmental issues. Pope Francis speaks to 
the need for conversion. The need to be a consistently thoughtful and discerning 
person is both a challenge and a responsibility. Our Ignatian tools of discernment 
are very helpful. Changes we make in our everyday lives can make a difference. 

With COVID-19, the role of public health has become more prominent. The 
need to social distance and wear masks when out in public has changed many 
aspects of daily living. Routines such as grocery shopping have changed. More 
businesses are struggling to stay open. More people are unemployed. With an 
increase of people struggling to pay bills, the lines at food distribution sites have 
greatly increased and bear witness to people having difficulty meeting basic needs. 
The need to help provide food stability stands out for me. It has caused me to re-
examine what I can do to help. 

When I read about the needs of the School of Hope in the slums of Kibera, the 
extreme poverty is well documented. The school is trying to help meet some of 
the basic needs of students and their families. The school has been able to address 
food stability through bi-weekly food distribution. Water is very scarce. Lack of 
basic hygiene supplies is a concern. Donors to the School of Hope have stepped up 
to provide monetary donations targeted to help pay for food packets. Nairobi is a 
hotbed for COVID-19 and people are not able to socially distance or use resources 

in the same way that we are able to use them here in the United 
States. Like many other CLC members across the country, being 
a donor to the school is a way to help out.

On a sidewalk in my own neighborhood, I recently saw a 
young teen pulling a wagon. He was by himself. He was headed 
towards the emergency food center about three-fourths of a 
mile down the road. I saw him again as he pulled a wagon full 
of food back towards where he lived. He appeared to be very 
careful and conscientious about getting the food back home. 
There were several overflowing bags of food in the wagon. The 
next day was trash day. As I walked past a neighbor’s curbside 
trash, I saw that there was an egg carton placed next to the bags 
of trash. The egg shells had been carefully put back in the carton. 

It was clear that the eggs had fallen and broken. It was easy to imagine the young 
man’s dismay as well as the family’s disappointment with not having any eggs. I 
could also see that a person (my best guess, the young man with the wagon full of 

Barb Rudolph 
President

“I am more 
conscious of a 

changing world, 
with an emphasis 
on health issues 

related to our 
environment.”
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food for his family) had tried to be responsible and pick 
up the broken egg shells. I could see the egg residue on 
the sidewalk. While not being able to help that young man 
and his family directly, it did make me more conscious 
of trying to follow the young man’s example and pick up 
trash in the neighborhood. It also caused me to re-examine 
what else I can do to help with food insecurity. Donations 
to a local food bank are always welcome.

When my CLC, Potter’s Clay, studied and prayed with 
Laudato Si’ a year or two ago, we talked of ways that we 
might be able to help reduce the use of plastics. Several 
of us resolved to try to buy food with less packaging. We 
decided to contact a local grocer to discuss the need to 
re-think packaging materials. Some stores such as Trader 
Joe’s appeared to be further ahead than our local grocer. 
Similarly, the movement to encourage use of reusable bags 
has stopped due to COVID-19 concerns. Currently grocery 
stores are no longer permitting customers to bring in 
reusable bags. While it is possible to bring back the plastic 
bags for recycling, it feels as though we are losing ground 
with basic environmental practices. Recently, China is 
taking less of our plastic recyclables.

In my county, the items we can recycle have changed 
considerably. There is a need for all of us to follow the 
current recommended practices and recycle what is 
permitted at this time. We may be able to think of other 
ways to support recycling. I feel uncomfortable throwing 
some items in the trash, items that previously could have 
been recycled. The recycling committee in our building 
kept trying to check what was supposed to be recycled 
along with a myriad of stuff that was no longer on the list 
to be recycled. Our recycling bins were creatively filled 
with items that no longer could be recycled. We read that 
our recycling station would reject the entire load if the 
incorrect items contaminated it. Our building recycling 
committee decided to talk to the condo board and also 
to make new signage for resident viewing. I was able to 
help make new building signs that outlined what is now 
permitted to be recycled. Another committee member, 
noticing many plastic cigar butts laying near a sewer drain 
and on the ground near a small minipark, put a “Discard 
butts here” container on the bench in the minipark. It is 
emptied every few days. These are small steps in recycling 
education and environmental practices, but at least they are 
something that can be of help at this time.

The stay-at-home orders resulted in a decrease in air 
pollution. Seeing photos of cities with less dense clouds of 
pollution was significant and eye-opening. It is possible to 
affect the level of pollution. Good air quality is something 
that we all endorse. 

Today, with George Floyd’s death and the death of 
others due to questionable police actions, the “I can’t 
breathe” movement and proposals to address safer police 
practices are moving forward. We have an opportunity to 
address social justice issues. 

Are there issues and content from Laudato Si’ that 
seem more important to you today? How has your 
approach to issues changed? Is there something more that 
you feel called to do?

As we move forward with the Four Frontiers, all have 
the potential to help implement Laudato Si’. Hopefully, all 
of us can continue to find ways to adapt, change and help 
implement some of the content found in the encyclical.  

Charles Eddy, Brother of Mary Wescovich, of John 
XXIII CLC, Missouri, 5/5/20.

Janusz Englert, Father of Anna Englert, of the 
Polish CLC, 5/8/20 

Marie (Gerry) Mierswa, Mother of Terri Mierswa 
of Northern New Jersey  and St. Francis Metuchen 
CLCs, Metro NY, 5/14/20.

Adolfo Nicolás, S.J., former Superior General of the 
Society of Jesus, 5/20/20.

Edward Bourguignon, Holy Family CLC, 
Cleveland, 7/25/20.

IN MEMORIAM
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The New Faces of CLC-USA ExCo 
Please join us in welcoming three new members to the Christian Life Community-USA Executive Council.  

After a discernment process, Christina Kim, PhD, was discerned as the President-elect. Henry Gonzalez will be 
serving as Secretary and Deidre Vivas is the new At Large Member.  

Christina Kim is a member of Korean CLC, and has been very involved in 
formation development for KCLC.  She has also served as President. She has been part 
of several national committees and helped with the 2014 National Assembly. Within the 
past year, she was part of a team that traveled to Australia to help with formation for 
Koreans who live in Australia. A few years ago, Christina served as a US delegate to the 
World CLC Assembly that was held in Lebanon.  She maintains a private practice as a 
therapist.

Henry Gonzalez has been very active in Mid-Atlantic Region activities, as well as 
the Pittsburgh cluster. He will serve the remaining two years of the secretary’s term of 
office. Henry is fluent in Spanish. Recently he retired as a Spanish teacher. He is also a 
skilled musician. Henry was very involved in helping with technical (sound system and 
computer) aspects of the 2019 National Assembly. He also helped to organize some of 
the break-out sessions.

Deidre Vivas found the 2019 Assembly to be very life-giving and energizing. 
Being at her first Assembly helped her to be more motivated and enthusiastic about 
being in CLC. She has become more active in the South Florida Region and is 
a member of the National CLC-USA nomination committee. Deidre works as a 
behavior specialist for students with autism, and she is fluent in Spanish. Deidre 
is an enthusiastic newer member of CLC who would like to help expand CLC 
communication to include online communication tools such as Twitter and Instagram. 
She also would like to bring more youth into CLC.

The discernment for national officers began several months ago with local communities calling forth candidates. 
Nominations were completed via local communities rather than by individual members. There were many nominees 
for each position. We are grateful for the involvement of many CLC members in the nomination process and for 
those who agreed to serve as our new officers. We hope to involve the other candidates in CLC-USA national 
activities.

We thank our outgoing ExCo members for their faithful service:  
 Father John Lan Tran, S. J., EA  
 Ady Viera, Past President  
 Ligia Morales, At Large Member
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As we are in the middle of this pandemic here in the United States, we are aware of 
people who refuse to follow the protocol laid out by the medical community. Some people 
still refuse to wear masks, refuse to keep a distance from one another in public places and 
instead gather in large crowds at bars and at private parties.

What is all this telling us? It is difficult, if not impossible, for people to change, difficult 
to look at a greater good and try to achieve it. If people cannot change in the face of a 
danger right in their city or on their block, how could we expect that they would be willing 
to change for something as nebulous as the call to work toward an integral ecology?

Nevertheless, the need for this integral ecology is what Pope Francis called not only 
for the whole Catholic Church but also for the whole world to address in his encyclical, 
Laudato Si’ five years ago. Because we all share in the richness of this earth, the Pope 
appealed to all people of good will. This encyclical follows in the line of papal social 
encyclicals going back to Leo XIII in 1891. Both John Paul II and Benedict XVI referred 
to the ecological problem facing us in their encyclicals. St. John Paul II: “Christians in 
their turn realize that their responsibility within creation, and their duty towards nature and 
the Creator, are an essential part of their faith.” In Laudato Si’, however, Francis has gone 
beyond his predecessors and has written a prophetic call to face the dangers of ecological 
disaster.

The resistance to change: We all know the history of Ancient Israel and how people 
refused to hear the warnings of the prophets. Israel was told that disaster was about to come 
upon them, that they would soon be led into exile. Because they refused to hear the call of 
the Lord to repent, to a change of heart, the end result was 70 years of exile in a foreign 
country and the city of Jerusalem sacked and destroyed.

The resistance to change: When John the Baptist came on the scene, he called his 
listeners to baptism for the forgiveness of sins. His baptism 
was a baptism of repentance. The first message Jesus brought 
to the people was: “Repent and believe in the Good News.” 
Jesus comes in the line of the great prophets of Ancient Israel 
calling the people to a change of heart.

The resistance to change: Pope Francis has followed 
in this prophetic line as he has called us all to protect our 
environment. Laudato Si’ is a prophetic message, a word of 
warning to a world so wasteful with the earth’s resources. This 
is a call to a change of heart. This is a call to become aware 
of what is happening across our globe, a call to treat our earth 
and its resources with humility. Are we humble enough to 

listen to what our earth is telling us?
Francis keeps telling us that everything is interconnected. The environment problem, 

the race problem and the poverty problem are all parts of a greater spiritual problem. As we 
go through this pandemic, this terrible virus is challenging us to face these deeper problems 
with humility and courage. The Pope is challenging the whole world to a conversion of 
heart. A bold undertaking! By definition prophets are bold. The Pope says quite plainly that 
the earth, our home, is looking more and more like “an immense pile of filth.” (21)

 In the first part of the encyclical, Francis spells out many of the significant scientific 
facts that tell us what is happening in the earth’s ecology. In true Ignatian fashion Francis 
wants us to be become aware of the reality around us. Becoming aware leads us back to the 

Laudato Si’ – 5th Anniversary
Father Daniel Fitzpatrick, S.J.

Father Daniel Fitzpatrick, 
S.J. served as Regional EA 
of Metro NY CLC for many 
years.

“The Catholic Church 
could become the world leader 

in bringing the protection 
of our environment to 

people’s consciousness.”
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Principle and Foundation, God as the source of all reality. 
What do we have in our world that has not been given us? 
Humans did not make the ground fertile or put natural 
resources under the earth and in the mountains. We did not 
make the sun as source of light and heat. We did not plant 
the trees or bring forth food for our nourishment and plants 
for our joy. We did not stock the oceans, seas and rivers 
with all sorts of fish, sea animals and vegetation. The fact 
that all is gift brings us to humility. How are we treating 
this immense gift that has been given us? How do we look 
upon our planet created by God and redeemed by Jesus? 
Are we taking so much for granted and acting as owners of 
the planet rather than sojourners?

In paragraph 16 Francis enunciates the basic themes of 
the letter: “the intimate relationship between the poor and 
the fragility of the planet, the conviction that everything 
in the world is connected, the critique of paradigms 
and forms of power derived from technology, the call 
to seek other ways of understanding the economy and 
progress, the value proper to each creature,…the need for 
forthright and honest debate, the serious responsibility of 
international and local policy….” 

Even though Francis gives us so much scientific 
information in the encyclical, his purpose is not to win 
us over by debate. Rather he is trying to encourage us 
toward this change of heart that is now needed to face this 
environmental crisis. Francis wants to convert our hearts 
and so move us to action.

 The resistance to change: Jesus speaks about change 
in a parable: “No one puts new wine in old wine skins…
new wine goes into fresh skins! And no one after drinking 
old wine wants new; for he says, ‘The old wine is good.’” 
(Lk 5:37-38) The old wine is good, good for some, but 
not for all! Francis wants us to see that “a sober look at 
our world shows that the degree of human intervention, 
often in the service of business interests and consumerism, 
is actually making our earth less rich and beautiful, ever 
more limited and grey, even as technological advances 
and consumer goods continue to abound limitlessly. We 
seem to think that we can substitute an irreplaceable and 
irretrievable beauty with something which we have created 
ourselves.” (34) Francis keeps on appealing to the common 
good, to relationships that exist across the whole created 
world. What is good for us all? His answer is that we must 
protect the earth which God created for us all.

 As we mark this 5th Anniversary of Laudato Si’, we 
ask what has been done in response? The Pope is aware 
that the response to the threat of ecological degradation 
has not been strong. On the part of many countries there 
are apathy and resistance. Other issues facing the countries 
of the world make it easy to let protection of the earth fall 
from immediate attention.

In a video message sent Sept. 23, 2019 to participants 
at the U.N. Climate Action Summit in New York, the 
Pope said that while the 2015 Paris climate agreement 
raised awareness and the “need for a collective response,” 
the commitments made by countries “are still very weak 
and are far from achieving the objectives set.” “It is 
necessary,” he said, “to ask whether there is a real political 
will to allocate greater human, financial and technological 
resources to mitigate the negative effects of climate change 
and to help the poorest and most vulnerable populations, 
who suffer the most.”

The recent Synod on the Amazon has brought the 
protection of our earth into our focus once again. Each 
year from September 1 to October 4, A Season of Creation 
is held throughout the world to help us all keep in mind the 
need to live out the call of integral ecology. The Pope is a 
man of hope and courage and he continues to encourage 
all to become more aware of what is happening or not 
happening to protect the natural resources of our world. 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has 
taken several initiatives to spread Francis’ message of 
preserving our ecology. Would that each bishop of the 
world set up an Office of Environmental Awareness in each 
of their dioceses! This would be a concrete opportunity 
for the bishops to become a voice of moral leadership on 
integral ecology in our world. The Catholic Church could 
become the world leader in bringing the protection of our 
environment to people’s consciousness.

Even though the response has not been strong on 
the diocesan and parish levels, many people in the pews 
have responded to the Pope’s hope and courage. In many 
parts of the world individual groups or communities of 
lay people and religious have responded positively to 
the encyclical and are working to make Francis’ words a 
reality. Many religious congregations, especially women’s 
congregations, have taken seriously the challenge of 
building an integral ecology. The non-profit organization 
Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM) is especially 
noteworthy in this regard. It has presented workshops in 
dioceses across the world and is a source of information 
and encouragement on preserving the environment.

Toward the end of the letter Francis suggests that 
we not overlook many ways open to us as families and 
individuals to help create a healthy environment. He 
suggests recycling, reducing the amount of fossil fuel we 
use by keeping thermostats lower or off when not home, 
walking rather than using the automobile for nearby 
chores, carpooling and encouraging others to be aware of 
dangers to our environment.

There is so much in this encyclical that draws our 
attention. However, it is the overall message that is 
important for us to take away. Francis has given us a new 
continued on page 14
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In the 1980’s, Mayor of New York Ed Koch often asked constituents for an 
evaluation of his leadership and progress in his affable way, “How am I doing?” Five 
years after the release of the encyclical Laudato Si’, we can ask a similar question, 
“How are we doing?” 

To encourage more “doing” and implementation of elements of Laudato Si’, the 
Vatican Dicastery of Promoting Integral Human Development released a Laudato 
Si’ Action Plan during this Special 5th Anniversary year! It is an ambitious program 
offered to the global community for inspiration and for concrete action. Significant is 
the goal for the many sectors of our Catholic community to be fully sustainable in just 
seven years! 

Laudato Si’ follows up a rich tradition of Catholic teaching on the universal 
common good. Both Saints Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II often promoted 
the concept that each human being possesses dignity and that this human dignity 
commands the recognition of human rights. Because human beings are by nature social 
beings, it is in community that we can support these human rights. Saint John Paul II 
referred to the UN Declaration on Human Rights as one of the “highest expressions 
of the human conscience of our time.” In his encyclical Pacem in Terris, John XXIII 
called for a universal common good, where human beings have the duty to help others 
fulfill their human rights.  Laudato Si’ extends these rights to all God’s creation, 
reminding us that each of us has a duty to care for our common home. 

A reading of Laudato Si’ offers us as CLC, an Ignatian community, a way to reflect 
with the Trinity on our world, on God’s reign on Earth, on heaven on earth. Now, five 
years later, how have we interpreted and acted upon the insights and recommendations 
of Laudato Si’? How does this global perspective on an integral ecology impact our 
decisions and actions? Do we feel the sense of urgency? 

For too long, many of us had an attitude of “tolerance” toward human rights and 
care of the environment. However, Pope Francis and Catholic moral theologians 
such as David Hollenbach, S.J., suggest that we are obligated to do more. We are 
called to engage authentically with the “other,” those persons of diverse backgrounds 
and different visions of the common good. We are called to solidarity, to step up 
when we see systems that perpetuate injustices and inequalities that weaken human 
rights and validate racism and socioeconomic exclusion.  We are called to see our 
interdependence within our own countries and globally, to see the inherent goodness of 
one and all, to support the flourishing of all people and creation. Like the astronaut in 
space looking at our Earth, he observed, “Wouldn’t it be amazing if all could see our 
Earth like this, no political boundaries and all connected!” Our call is to evaluate our 
systems and to take action! 

To support the implementation of the encyclical, the Laudato Si’ Action Platform 
“aims for a holistic embrace of integral ecology across the Church. This means: 
an ‘ecological conversion’, zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and sustainable 
resource use, advocacy for public policies that serve us for generations to come, and a 
culture of care for the most vulnerable.” 

With over one billion Catholics worldwide, the impact of serious action over a 
period of 7 years surely will be significant. Outreach will include families, parishes and 
dioceses, religious orders, schools, universities, healthcare institutions, and business 
and agricultural groups. The Dicastery is also planning to recognize and celebrate 

How Are We Doing?
Ann Marie Brennan

Ann Marie Brennan, World 
CLC Vice-President and CLC 
Promoter for Metro New York.
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those who take significant action through Laudato Si’ with 
certificates and awards. 

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform will support 
participants to take action towards the seven “Laudato 
Si’ Goals” which aim to capture a holistic Integral 
Ecology in the spirit of the encyclical. These seven goals 
are organized within four main Actions Areas: Eco-
Conversion, Sustainability, Social Action and Advocacy. 

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform will begin 
developing modules to guide participants through a seven-
year journey. The format of the platform will be centered 
on three parts: Learn, Act, Measure.

Resources for the four action areas will be provided in 
each of these modules, providing participants with a clear 
path to follow. The platform will also have a chat forum, 
plus news and stories about communities that are taking 
action. This creates an essential sense of community, full 
of inspiration and accountability. 

Communications platforms that will help support the 
sharing of this information will include Vatican Media. 

The Global Catholic Climate Movement will be facilitating 
this effort, and there are many other organizations 
involved in leading the Action areas, the goals, and the 
regional sectors. Organizations such as ours, Christian 
Life Community, can take roles as working groups and in 
promoting this Vatican initiative.

Over the next year, you can follow updates on the 
website: http://www.humandevelopment.va/en.html

The brochure for the Vatican Dicastery Special 
Laudato Si’ Anniversary and Laudato Si’ Action Plan can 
be found here: http://www.humandevelopment.va/content/
dam/sviluppoumano/documenti/FINAL%20EN%20-%20
Laudato%20si’%20Anniv%20Year%202020-2021.pdf 
This attractive brochure provides a list of important dates 
and projects over the next year, plus an overview of the 
seven-year, measurable goals for the various sectors in the 
spirit of Laudato Si’! 

Hopefully, in seven years’ time, we can give a more 
concrete response to the question: How are we doing? It 
would be truly wonderful if the goal of total sustainability 
could be achieved! 

ACTION AREAS THE “LAUDATO SI’ GOALS” & MEASUREMENT INDICATORS
Eco-Conversion: Catalyzing 
a change of heart through 
ecological spirituality and 
education.

Ecological Education: rethinking and redesigning educational curricula and reforming 
educational institutions in the spirit of integral ecology to create ecological awareness 
and action, promoting the ecological vocation of young people, teacher, and leaders 
of education

Ecological Spirituality: recovering a religious vision of God’s creation, encouraging 
greater contact with the natural world in a spirit of wonder, praise, joy and gratitude, 
promoting creation-centered liturgical celebrations, developing ecological catechesis, 
prayer, retreats and formation

Sustainability: Fulfilling our call 
to care for God’s creation 
through concrete action.

Ecological Economics: consuming and producing sustainably and ethically, in line with fair-
trade principles, making ethical investments, divesting from fossil fuels and any economic 
activity harmful to the planet and the people, investing in renewable energy

Adoption of Simple Lifestyles: having sobriety in the use of resources and energy, 
avoiding single-use plastic, adopting a more plant-based diet, using more public 
transport and avoiding polluting modes of transportation

Response to the Cry of the Earth: increasing use of clean renewable energy and 
reducing use of fossil fuels in order to achieve carbon neutrality, protecting biodiversity, 
guaranteeing access to clean water for all.

Social Action: Uniting in 
community to protect the 
most vulnerable

Response to the Cry of the Poor: defending human life from conception to death and 
all forms of life on Earth, with special attention to vulnerable groups such as indigenous 
communities, migrants and children at risk through slavery

Advocacy: Speaking up 
for moral ecological public 
policies.

Community Involvement: organizing participatory actions to care for creation at the 
local, regional, national and international levels, promoting advocacy and people’s 
campaigns, encouraging rootedness in local territory and neighborhood ecosystems

http://www.humandevelopment.va/en.html
http://www.humandevelopment.va/content/dam/sviluppoumano/documenti/FINAL%20EN%20-%20Laudato%20si'%20Anniv%20Year%202020-2021.pdf
http://www.humandevelopment.va/content/dam/sviluppoumano/documenti/FINAL%20EN%20-%20Laudato%20si'%20Anniv%20Year%202020-2021.pdf
http://www.humandevelopment.va/content/dam/sviluppoumano/documenti/FINAL%20EN%20-%20Laudato%20si'%20Anniv%20Year%202020-2021.pdf
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The Fiftieth Anniversary of the institution of Earth Day happened this year within 
a global pandemic that forced the world to stop and listen to the voice of nature. For 
many it was the first chance in a long time to actually pay attention to the importance 
of taking care of our common home, as Pope Francis encouraged in his encyclical, 
Laudato Si’, which was published five years ago. 

Although it is still far from over, it is not too early to think about how the world 
should behave towards caring for the environment once COVID-19 is controlled 
and we all can actually breathe freely again. Social injustices, climate damage and 
disrespect for life are all manifestations of ways where humankind has failed to care 
for Creation; the wake-up call that the pandemic has brought is an opportunity to repair 
mistakes and improve life.

We have seen over these past months reports of cleaner bodies of water around the 
world and animals emerging from their hiding places to explore areas where they used 
to live before the arrival of humans. Nature is claiming its place on Earth and people 
have started to notice more of its beauty. It might be because modern life stood still for 
a while that we are all longing to spend more time in the outdoors, and many of us have 
developed a renewed appreciation for the opportunities to go outside, hear the birds 
sing and feel the sun on our skin.

The capacity to marvel at the beauty of Creation is the greatest chance to 
appreciate the gifts from God. Being mindful and appreciating nature is not being 
out of the ordinary but being grateful. For  a long time Earth has endured  desolation, 
abandonment and pain. Governments need to give priority to a worldwide commitment 
towards caring about the environment through changes in policies and implementation 
of conservation practices. 

In a society that places high value on caring for the individual above anything 
else, the notion of caring for the environment as a way to care for others can be 
difficult to absorb. Achieving inner peace and spreading it around is part of healing the 
environment. Humankind is “created to praise, reverence and serve God” [SE23] and 
all creation was made to help humans fulfil that purpose. This concept, once embraced, 
eases the path to incorporate behaviors, policies and actions in daily life. It is also 
conducive to protect the environment, all aspects of it, and in consequence protect and 
improve human life. 

The celebration of Earth Day since 1970 definitely has played an important part 
in educating younger generations about caring for the environment. However, Earth 
Day should be every day; there is still a lot of work to do. The call to action that Pope 
Francis made in Laudato Si’ is more crucial now than ever, and it prompts us, Catholic 
or not, to commit to actually make personal changes that will in turn change the world. 

Earth Day Should Be Every Day
María Alejandra Pulgar

María Alejandra Pulgar is a 
member of the CLC Damas 
Ignacianas (Ignatian Ladies) 
in Miami, Florida since 2014. 
She works as a journalist 
for a newspaper in Doral, 
a suburb of Miami-Dade 
County. Members of the 
community serve at the Casa 
Manresa Ignatian Spirituality 
Center organizing family 
retreats. They are very active 
creating content to support the 
evangelization mission of the 
Catholic radio station Radio 
Paz 830 AM, among several 
other community projects.
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 This issue of Harvest is devoted to the Fifth Anniversary of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical, Laudato Si’. At the same time our world is deeply affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Laudato Si’ tells us that “everything is connected” and 
tragically, this health catastrophe has much in common with the ecological 
catastrophe.

• Both are global emergencies that will affect many people, both directly and 
indirectly.

• Both are experienced most deeply by the poor and vulnerable, and both expose 
the deep injustices in our societies.

• Both will be solved only through a united effort that calls on the best of the 
values we share. 

First, I give two local examples:

 1. A man who raises money for a private Catholic school can no longer work 
at the school; so he works at home. His two children were glad to have him there to 
spend time with him. He was able to help his wife with home chores. Thus, he has 
discovered that, as important as his work is, his family is of greater importance and 
value.

2. A single mom has found that the cost for day care has soared, and that her 
mother can no longer care for her grandchild. Without childcare, the mom will lose her 
job. Thus, we see a simple example of the poor being adversely affected.

Second

This pandemic and the cry of the earth are causing us, the Christian Life 
Community and the nations of the entire world, to examine our values and rethink 
our style of life, not only on the personal level but also on the global level. Too many 
people are struggling to get back to business as usual. This is a failure to recognize that 
our stay-at-home reality has already made changes. If you have seen photographs of 
cities before and after the shutdown, you would have seen how pollution of the air in 
these cities has been reduced. Does it make sense to go back to this polluting? Is this 
not an argument for moving away from fossil fuels and moving vigorously to the use 
of solar, wind, and wave energy? In addition, these sources of energy are renewable.

 These realities make us ask two sets of questions:

1. Personally: Are we willing to walk or take public transportation? Are we 
willing to refuse, reduce, reuse/repair, replace and recycle? Are we willing to wear a 
mask, wash our hands and maintain social distancing? Has our former lifestyle made 
us selfish and uncaring? Have we ceased having a daily conversation with our God? 

2. As a Nation: Are we willing to remove tax breaks for the fossil fuel industries 
and apply these tax breaks to companies which are producing renewable energy? Are 
we willing to declare a moratorium on war, violence and the accumulation of power 
so that food and medical supplies can be given to the sick, the poor and the refugees? 
Do we start moving away from being a dominant and feared culture to having 
interdependent relationships with other nations and, thereby, moving to become a 
caring culture for health, for business and for our common home?

Laudato Si’ and COVID-19
Father Dominic Totaro, S.J.

Dominic Totaro, S. J., has 
worked with CLC in Scranton, 
PA., Nigeria, Mooresville, NC, 
and now in Baltimore, MD. CLC 
has been the source of joys. 
These joys include the numerous 
people who have benefited from 
their experiences in CLC, the 
many people who have benefited 
from his leading them through 
the Spiritual Exercises, his 
learning how to enable members 
to take up leadership in their 
communities, and his own ability 
to share his life experiences and 
friendship with CLC members.
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 This coronavirus pandemic has shown us that 
people hunger for faith. Our virtual togetherness is 
a good substitute, but it is only a substitute. In these 
unsettling times, people are more open to conversion, to 
transformation to the Gospel and to God. 

 Laudato Si’ helps us reshape the world that will arise 
after the pandemic has passed. The present crisis is an 
opportunity to start anew and to make sure that the world 
that arises after this crisis has passed is sustainable and 
just. 

 Pope Francis, in his Easter meditation, Un plan para 
resucitar, (A plan for rising up again) hopes that “we 
would encounter the necessary antibodies of justice, 
charity and solidarity” for the reconstruction after the 
pandemic; and he urges that we “not be afraid to live the 
alternative of the civilization of love.” (Vida Nueva, April 
17, 2020)

 Many local CLCs are having virtual meetings 
addressing On Care for Our Common Home and 
COVID-19. This shows that they are applying “our way 
of proceeding” to the realities of our world. I pray that 
these communities discern spiritual insights and practical 
actions.

Laudato Si’ – 5th Anniversary
Father Daniel Fitzpatrick, S.J.

continued from page 9  
 
spirituality, a way of living out our Christian lives in the 
twenty-first century. We now look at our world, all its 
peoples and ourselves in a new light. The Pope gives us 
a vision that is as large as the world itself! As Catholics 
we find the source and fulfillment of this vision in our 
Eucharist. It is Jesus who is the pinnacle of all creation 
and who is the source of the grace we need to be able to let 
go of whatever resistance we may have to change in our 
hearts and lives and hear the earth’s cry of suffering.

A Christian prayer in union with creation (246)
 
Father, we praise you with all your creatures. 
They came forth from your all-powerful hand; 
they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender 
love. 
Praise be to you!

Son of God, Jesus, 
through you all things were made. 
You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother, 
you became part of this earth, 
and you gazed upon this world with human eyes. 
Today you are alive in every creature 
in your risen glory. 
Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light 
you guide this world towards the Father’s love 
and accompany creation as it groans in travail. 
You also dwell in our hearts 
and you inspire us to do what is good. 
Praise be to you!

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, 
teach us to contemplate you 
in the beauty of the universe, 
for all things speak of you. 
Awaken our praise and thankfulness 
for every being that you have made. 
Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined 
to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 
Enlighten those who possess power and money 
that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 
and care for this world in which we live. 
The poor and the earth are crying out. 
O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 
help us to protect all life, 
to prepare for a better future, 
for the coming of your Kingdom 
of justice, peace, love and beauty. 
Praise be to you! 
Amen.
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Laudato Si’ and the Celebration of Creation
Peter Macaluso

 Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry concluded their long study, The Universe Story, 
with these words: “If we were to choose a single expression for the universe it might 
be ‘celebration,’ celebration of existence and life and consciousness, also of color 
and sound, but especially of movement…Even the afflictions endured cannot diminish 
the songs that resonate throughout the natural world. So the universe as a community 
of diverse components rings with a certain exultation and joy in being, (even when) 
considered as a continued elaboration of existence and extinction… Whatever be 
the more practical purposes of existence, it appears that celebration is omnipresent, 
not simply in the modes of its expression but in the grandeur of the entire cosmic 
process.” pp263-264  This profound conclusion can assist us as we reflect on the 
challenges expressed in Laudato Si’, Praise be to you! 

A deeper understanding of Christ incarnate reflected in St. Francis’ Hymn to the 
Universe and in Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ reaches out to us as motivation. The power 
of God is incarnate throughout the world. “All things have been created through Him 
and for Him.” (Col 1:15-16)  For centuries our ancestors toiled for earth’s fruit which 
we inherited. St. Francis exalted nature and St. Benedict and his followers nurtured 
it. In a short time the Industrial Revolution, as both gift and spoiler, changed our 
world.  David Toolan, S.J., reminds us of this in At Home in the Cosmos, “Before the 
earth belonged to us, we belonged to the earth.”

In 1863 Thomas Huxley clearly challenged us: “The question of all questions 
for humanity, the problem which lies behind all others and is more interesting than 
any of them is the determination of man’s place in Nature and his relation to the 
Cosmos. When our race came, what sorts of limits are set to our power over Nature 
and to Nature’s power over  us, to what goal we are striving, are the problems which 
present themselves afresh, with undiminished interest, to every human being born on 
earth.”  We have a stark reminder of this relationship from Jesuit-trained Will Durant: 
“Civilization exists by geological consent, subject to change without notice!”

War and disease have been whirlwinds of horrific carnage, sometimes fueled 
by benign neglect. The power and number of unimaginable weapons are enough to 
overwhelm the number of silent witnesses of all the wars and of their folly. The damage 
is irreparable. Our ingenuity in weapons is steps ahead of our social and cultural 
growth.  Are we smart enough? Oh, we can handle this! Some scientists admit that the 
universe is not more imaginative than they suppose, but what can they suppose? Our 
inventive gifts are admittedly part of the ecological solutions, but Laudato Si’ reaches 
beyond this. It underscores the need to celebrate with gratitude the presence of God and 
our roles as co-creators. This inclusive Oneness, Christ’s personification within us, is 
part the fullness of the Incarnation.

Laudato Si’ helps to reshape the way we think about our relationships and inspires 
us to act. We must prioritize proper knowledge above all that would compromise it 
and base policy and our action on this knowledge. Celebration of the earth’s beauty 
with gratitude should play a dominant role in sustaining the well-being of our planet. 

We share in a global stewardship and are humble links in the great chain of 
history. John Muir expressed it: “We now discover that we live in ‘Creation’s Dawn.’ 
The morning stars still sing together, and the world not yet half made becomes more 
beautiful every day.”  continued on page 31.
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Celebrating the Year of Laudato Si’
Pat Carter Anderson

Living Laudato Si’ is an invitation from the Integral Ecology Working Group to 
CLC members to nurture a deeper awareness of our interconnectedness as the Body of 
Christ, as we take practical steps to realize this discerned frontier area of mission.

In using the term integral ecology in Laudato Si’, Pope Francis is raising our 
awareness that the environmental crisis is not simply about non-human creation, but 
one complex social and ecological crisis that concerns every aspect of our lives. It is a 
building up of the Body of Christ. 

Action for environmental justice needs to arise from a deep sense of connectedness 
with all of creation, a oneness. From this awareness arises a clearer vision of how we 
are to respond. We begin to see ourselves as active participants in the Body of Christ. 
Until we have some sense that what goes on in the Amazon has an impact on us and 
that our choices have an impact on the Amazon — or the Arctic, or the ocean, or the air 
— we will not have the context needed to make discerned choices. 

We hope Living Laudato Si’ offers suggestions for living this out together as a 
national CLC and beyond. There are three steps: Deepening, Sharing, Going Forth. 

Deepening: Even in normal times, we often feel disconnected from nature. Our 
food comes wrapped in plastic or cardboard, and little resembles the fresh produce 
taken from the ground. The neighborhoods we live in are lawn monocultures. The 
air we breathe and water we drink don’t reflect the freshness found in mountains and 
streams. We are often unaware of the environmental and social impact of so many of 
the products we use. In this time of pandemic, we may feel even more isolated from 
nature since we may be limited to being indoors. For some, looking out the window is 
as close to nature as we can get. 

Living Laudato Si’ is an invitation and an opportunity to connect with creation. If 
we can’t actually get outdoors, perhaps we can enjoy and reflect upon a potted plant, a 
beloved pet, a favorite tree outside the window, birds, squirrels or butterflies. 

Sharing: Living Laudato Si’ should be shared with others—your CLC, your 
parish, friends, other residents in your building. Some resources for this are listed, but 
there are many others available. Perhaps you can connect with a local group. Included 
in this section is a card that the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has 
put out that can be printed and shared. Spiritual Conversations is a guide for specific 
meeting agenda that can help local CLC groups take this to the next step and respond in 
some concrete way.

Going Forth: The final step is discerned communal action and we’ve provided a 
way to share these actions with one another across the country in an interactive way.

The coronavirus pandemic and the Black Lives Matter movement have revealed 
how interconnected we are. May we as discerning communities, read the signs of 
the times and respond in ways that work to build the Body of Christ. The CLC-
USA Integral Ecology Working Group invites all CLC members to participate in an 
experience of Living Laudato Si’ during this special anniversary year of the publishing 
of Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical. By engaging in communal discernment and by 
listening to the call to Deepen, Share and Go Forth, we trust that we will be led into 
action, since, in the words of Fr. Adolfo Nicolás, “Discernment that ends in itself is 
useless.”

Pat Carter Anderson has 
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In a summer of social distancing and virtual summer camps, The Garden Project 
– a collaboration between Urban Impact and CLC members at Ballfield Farm – offers 
a hands-in-the-dirt-Spirit-filled alternative. We are a safely distanced, closely knit 
community of children, moms, an uncle and ministry workers from varying cultures, 
languages and neighborhoods. Two mornings a week begin with a story from Godly 
Play which challenges our group of mixed age and ability children to make sense of 
the Biblical narrative and see God in all of life. Then we split into groups of two to 
four children who clear beds of weeds; heal the soil with compost and homemade 
fertilizer; plant seeds; and prepare dishes from freshly picked produce. In the process 
we practice caring for each other and creation in God’s classroom.

The Garden Project at Ballfield Farm
Beth Christensen and Carol Gonzalez  

(both members of Chesed CLC, Pittsburgh)

Beth Christensen

Carol Gonzalez
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This article is best viewed on a computer as there are 
many links. Everything you see that is underlined, is an 
active link. 

The CLC-USA Integral Ecology Working Group 
invites all CLC members to participate in an experience of 
Living Laudato Si’ during this special anniversary year 
of the publishing of Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical. By 
engaging in communal discernment and by listening to 
the call to Deepen, Share and Go Forth, we trust that we 
will be led into action, since, in the words of Fr. Adolfo 
Nicolás, “Discernment that ends in itself is useless.” 

We encourage you to use this 3-part program to reflect 
on the many graces of Laudato Si’, to explore the many 
resources available to guide us, and to engage in spiritual 
conversations and actions with others in your CLC regions 
and communities, parishes and other groups. 

Living Laudato Si’

1.  Deepening: Begin by seeking an experience of 
immersion and prayer with God’s Creation:

•   If possible, spend some time away from your normal 
surroundings and routines, and place yourself amidst 
God’s wonderful creation.

•   Spend some prayer time listening to what God has to 
say about His creation in the scriptures.

•   Pause … and be grateful for the great diversity and 
beauty of God’s creation and our kinship with all 
creatures and elements.

•   Reflect on Pope Francis’ words in Laudato Si’:

  •  What words or phrases move you? Sit with one 
of them.

  •  What feelings arise as you sit with this word/
phrase? 

  •  What is its meaning for you?

•   Spend time with these reflection questions:

  •  In what ways does creation reveal God’s 
presence to you?

  •  Is there a particular place or creature that speaks 
to you of God’s presence? 

  •  In what ways do you experience oneness with 
creation?

2.  Sharing: Explore these areas and links to expand 
your knowledge and awareness of the many resources 
available to us, and share them with your CLC, family 
and friends, your parish and other groups.

Living Laudato Si’
Integral Ecology Working Group 

Personal Prayer Small Group Reflection Large Group Services

LiveLaudatoSi prayer resources

Laudato Si’ Chaplet

Prayer of St. Francis

Laudato Si Encyclical

Mindfulness Walking Exercise

Eco-Examen

Eco-spirituality tips

CLC Progressio Supplement #72 
Caring for Creation

CLC Spiritual Exercises for Universal 
Communion Progressio Supplement 
#57 

Creation at the Crossroads

Season of Creation Celebration 

Guide

Lifestyle Changes Small Group Networks Large Group Action and Advocacy

Plant-based eating

The Meal that Reconnects

Renewable energy choices 

Waste decisions: Refuse - 
Reduce - Reuse - Recycle

Composting

Transportation

Housing

Laudato Si Circles – with GCCM

Creation Care Teams – with Catholic 
Climate Covenant

Tree Planting programs

Table of 100 Solutions
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https://livelaudatosi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/LS-Pledge-Prayer_Resources-EN-v2.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/153-EmHPrWRePxfXGtfU484VVAoNijdkN/view
https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/the-prayer-of-st-francis.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.ianbanyard.com/home/mindfulness-walking-exercise/
http://www.ecologicalexamen.org/
https://www.greenfaith.org/christian_ecospirituality
http://www.cvx-clc.net/filesProgressio/Progressio.Sup.72(en).pdf
http://www.cvx-clc.net/filesProgressio/Progressio.Sup.72(en).pdf
https://www.clcaustralia.org.au/spiritual-exercises-for-universal-communion/
https://www.clcaustralia.org.au/spiritual-exercises-for-universal-communion/
https://www.clcaustralia.org.au/spiritual-exercises-for-universal-communion/
https://store.renewintl.org/products/cc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARDojjURVRIYzj8EHlx4tlo9eaDo-bfh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARDojjURVRIYzj8EHlx4tlo9eaDo-bfh/view
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/book-interweaves-eucharistic-practice-social-economic-and-ecological-realities?fbclid=IwAR0fm94BXcWMi8fpEVUAlBUeACvg-W5cgti1b71DDzUEUsGOakMrIvqnGsU
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/circles/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/program/creation-care-teams
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/program/creation-care-teams
https://www.drawdown.org/solutions/table-of-solutions
https://www.catholicenergies.org/
http://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/laudato-si-special-anniversary-year-plan.html
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Spiritual Conversation: Now gather with your CLC 
community in spiritual conversation to share insights you 
have gained from your experience of God’s Creation. We 
propose using Three Rounds of sharing and recommend 
using this flow:

•   Begin with prayer: A prayer for our earth [Laudato Si’ 
246]

•   Reflect and Pray on the following questions:

•   What feelings have this immersion and reflection 
aroused in me? 

•   Is there a call that is arising from this interior 
movement?

•   What are practical ways that I can respond to this call? 

•   Keep these suggestions in mind as you begin your 
sharing:

•   Maintain an attitude of respectful, grateful and 
prayerful listening.

•   Each person describes her/his own experience in a 
short and clear way, speaking in the first person “I” 
and not in the third person.

•   Silence between speakers is good … it does not 
mean simply waiting, but silently and prayerfully 
listening to what the speaker is genuinely saying.

•   As you listen to others, pay attention to the 
movements within … this is where the Spirit is 
working.

•   Someone in the group should take on the role of 
timekeeper to ensure that in the available time, 
everyone has the time to express themselves.

First Round of Sharing. Each person speaks on the insights 
drawn from their personal experience of immersion in nature, 
in prayer and from other related reflections. There should be 
no interaction between speakers.

After everyone has had a chance to talk, pause for a few 
minutes to reflect on what resonated the most for you, on 
what was the most powerful moment for you in what was 
shared.

Second Round of Sharing. Repeat process in Round 1, 
this time sharing on just what occurred during the first 
round, on those movements that were particularly resonant 
or powerful within you as you listened during the first 
round.  

After everyone has spoken, pause for a few moments 
to reflect on what seems to be converging or emerging at 
this stage.

Third Round of Sharing. What seems to be converging 
or emerging from the group? What do we hear God saying 
to us as a community?

Evaluation/Examen

Closing Prayer: A Christian prayer in union with creation 
[Laudato Si’ 246]

Additional suggestions on Sharing:

•  The above flow can be used for small groups, either 
in person or online via Zoom.

•  For large groups (cluster, region, parish), participants 
should be divided into breakout groups of 4 to 5 
people for Rounds 1 and 2. (Zoom participants can 
be placed in virtual rooms.) Each group should select 
a scribe to take notes from Round 2 to share with the 
larger group.

•  At the end of the allotted time, everyone should be 
invited back into the large group to continue Round 
2, and a moderator should guide the reporting from 
each of the small groups. Comments can be displayed 
visually for all to see. (On Zoom, this can be done by 
having the scribe share the screen.) 

•  To begin Round 3, everyone should pause for a few 
moments to reflect on what seems to be converging 
or emerging at this stage. The moderator leads the 
group in a discerning spiritual conversation, listening 
for the collective clarities. Comments should be 
recorded and displayed for all to see.

3. Going Forth

One can say that the most important part of discerning 
how to live out Laudato Si’ is to put what we’ve learned 
into action. We encourage you and your communities to 
be bold and creative, and take practical steps to respond to 
Love’s invitation. We also ask that, as a way to encourage 
one another, you share information about any actions/
events you organize or take part in. It’s easy. Just use this 
Google Sheet to post your own  
information/photos/etc., take a  
look at what others are doing,  
and be encouraged by the  
movement of the Holy Spirit  
in our world.  
Laudato Si’!

Copy and share this  
graphic with others in your  
various communities: 

https://catholicclimatemovement.global/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Aprayerforourearth.pdf
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CreationPrayer.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aI7kyMqTAA3ZBr7b1t03YP4_qxJlEWh_RR2VLUFqUZo/edit#gid=0
http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/laudato-si-postcard.pdf
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The Integral Ecology Working Group
Dan Scheid

 In 2015, Pope Francis promulgated Laudato Si’, the Church’s most authoritative 
and comprehensive statement on ecology, the environment and humanity’s relationship 
to creation. In many ways this document was decades in the making, drawing on 
numerous statements by previous pontiffs and episcopal conferences stretching back 
to the early 1970s. Pope Francis issued the document in anticipation of the United 
Nations’ ongoing climate change discussions in Paris that year, hoping to sway 
international leaders to commit to swifter and more decisive action. The political 
landscape in the United States, and indeed in the world, has changed dramatically in the 
ensuing five years. President Trump’s administration has sought to reverse many of the 
environmental initiatives begun by the Obama administration in the name of economic 
progress. And just the past five months has been a blur for many of us living through 
the social disruption of COVID-19 and a global pandemic. 

 Still, the scientific and theological realities addressed by Laudato Si’ have not 
changed, and many groups have taken the opportunity of the Fifth Anniversary to 
bring its main message back into the public spotlight. As co-chair of CLC-USA’s 
Integral Ecology Working Group, I have had the pleasure of working with a number 
of organizations trying to promote integral ecology and the spirit of Laudato Si’. In 
addition to CLC, organizations include Catholic Climate Covenant (which works 
primarily in the United States), the Global Catholic Climate Movement (which operates 
in a similar way but internationally), the Association of U.S. Catholic Priests, the 
Laudato Si’ Generation (which aims to reach younger audiences), the Consortium of 
University Campus Ministers, the Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social 
Action Directors and the Sisters of Mercy. While the principle of integral ecology could 
stretch in a hundred different ways, the group has two main purposes.

 First, in order to sway public opinion about climate change and care for creation, 
the group recognizes the power of a clear, consistent message from a trusted source. 
There is so much noise and misinformation in our public spaces these days. It is 
paramount that those of us committed to ecology and to Laudato Si’ present a clear 
message, repeated consistently over many months and years. While I would love to 
believe that the truth will simply prevail by virtue of its being the truth, I also know 
that it is important to keep repeating the truth so that others may begin to discern what 
is said because it is true and not because it conveniently fits someone’s agenda. In 
addition, the message must not only be consistent, but clear. Climate change science, 
for example, can be complex, with a lot of data to sift through and complicated natural 
causes to understand. Again, in a landscape of constant disparate information, it’s 
central to have a message that is clear and concise so that it will stick in people’s 
brains, a message that they are capable of repeating to others. How many times have I 
read a sophisticated argument that I found compelling, only to realize when I tried to 
share it with someone else that I didn’t really understand all the intricacies that went 
into it. Finally, this clear and consistent message should come from a trusted source. We 
all know that the Catholic Church and the U.S. Catholic bishops do not have the same 
moral authority they had in previous generations. Simply because a pope or bishop says 
it does not mean it will be trusted (and indeed among some people it will be doubted 
for that very reason). So it’s important that as many groups and as many individuals 
as possible share the message of integral ecology and Laudato Si’ with all the circles 
where they live and work. Each one of us needs to be the trusted source with a clear 
and consistent message. In this way Pope Francis’ vision in Laudato Si’ can spread 
further and have a greater impact.

Dan Scheid is a member 
of Breathing Room CLC 
in Pittsburgh, PA. He 
teaches theological ethics 
at Duquesne University, 
focusing on ecology and 
sustainability, as well as 
interreligious dialogue. Dan 
and his wife Anna have three 
children and they have spent 
much of the pandemic hiking 
in nearby Frick Park.
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 Second, the message this group has focused on is 
one that unifies Catholic social teaching, and moreover is 
available through the U.S. Catholic Bishops in a postcard 
and poster form with a beautiful piece of artwork. The 
poster states: “Protect Life – Protect That Which Preserves 
Life – Care For Our Common Home.” On the back are a 
few more implications of this simple and straightforward 
moral vision. Catholics are called to preserve the dignity 
of every human person, to love the poor and vulnerable 
and to care for God’s creation. We are urged to pray 
about care for our common home, to learn more about 
how this intersects with our everyday lives and to teach 
others the importance of integral ecology. This message 
is clear and has the potential to bridge what are at times 
warring factions of religiously motivated social concern: 
care for the dignity of human life (such as in abortion and 
euthanasia) and care for the Earth. The message is clear: 
Catholics are committed to human life, to all life, and to 
that which preserves life. All of this is grounded in our 
commitment to the Author of life itself. 

 Members of the Integral Ecology Working Group 
harbor no illusions about how fraught the American 
political landscape is. Transcending political divides 
requires compassion, courage, steadfastness and patience. 
Still, the global pandemic has provided us with the 
opportunity to emphasize how interconnected we are, 
and how crucial it is for us to act in light of our one 
common home. Those who work in fossil fuel industries, 
and anyone threatened by economic insecurity, may be 
worried that this message is an attack on their wellbeing. 
We must strive to respond with compassion, and to speak 
to people where they are. Still, the message is also a call 
to live up to the fullness of our vocation as Christians and 
to love our neighbors and that which sustains the life of all 
human beings. This may mean envisioning a new way of 
being, retraining us away from “how we have always done 
things” and into a new “green” future. We must rebuild 
our economies in a way that honors all life, especially the 
vulnerable and those future generations who will inherit 
the consequences of decisions we make today. For some 
this card can be a prophetic challenge to think differently, 
while for others the message may be an opportunity to 
listen and to generate a new conversation. I encourage 
everyone to take up this clear and consistent message 
and to bring it to any circles in which you move. This is 
a hopeful call that can rise above petty politics when we 
strive to protect life and to protect the only home that life 
has ever known.

Here is a link to a poster and postcard: 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-
and-dignity/environment/upload/laudato-si-postcard.pdf 
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Toward a Catholic Understanding of the Phrase  
“Black Lives Matter”

Father C. Matthew Hawkins

It is a curious thing that the cry “Black Lives Matter” is met with so much opposition 
and misunderstanding outside of African American communities. This cry means 
many different things to different people, but it is grounded in reality and in a specific 
and concrete history and in contemporary social experiences. These should not be 
misinterpreted or misunderstood. 

The cry, “Black Lives Matter” is not a new cry that suddenly emerged in the past 10 
years. It is a cry that is at least 400 years old, and has spanned many different stages of 
American history.

If a person understands the history and circumstances that have given rise to this 
cry, then they will not misinterpret it, they will not feel threatened by it, and they will 
not feel excluded from it. Properly understood, “Black Lives Matter” is an expression of 
fundamental Catholic values of family, community, universality, life and faith.

Some may ask, “Why talk about black lives? Why not talk about all lives?” But to 
say “Black Lives Matter” is to say that “All Lives Matter,” including the lives of Black 
Americans that have been treated historically, and even today, as being expendable, 
disposable and of little value.

It is the tradition of the Catholic faith that we experience the universal within the 
particular, and we participate in the global through the local. What does this mean?

It means that human beings who are part of a universal body, live within a particular 
society, culture and period of history. This is as true for African Americans as it is for 
any other social and ethnic group. As Americans, we have no problem recognizing the 
importance of passing on Irish-American culture in raising children and strengthening 
communities; nor do we find it difficult to value and pass on Italian-American culture 
and heritage, or German-American culture and heritage, or Polish-American culture 
and heritage. Why should it be any different when it comes to the life-sustaining role 
of the preservation and transmission of African American culture and heritage to future 
generations in order to have strong and healthy families and communities?

One example of this is the traditional role that African American spirituals have played 
in strengthening and nurturing us through times of adversity, including the brutality of 
slavery, the oppression of forced racial segregation, two great migrations that have torn 
African American families asunder, and the confinement of blacks to Northern urban 
ghettos. 

The Spirituals, much like the blues, as musical art forms have enabled generations 
of African Americans to enter into the suffering of the human condition and therein find 
solidarity with all of humanity. They have kept us sane in the midst of adversity. They have 
kept us whole. They have given us wisdom. And they have introduced us to the Gospel.

Moreover, the Spirituals have brought sacred scripture to life within the peculiarity of 
the African American experience. To turn our backs on our culture and our heritage would 
be to turn our backs on life itself. This is as true for us as it is for any other culture or 
ethnicity.

The cultural tradition of the African American experience embraces and emphasizes 
the life-giving value of disciplined individuals, strong families and interdependent 
communities.

For Black American Catholics, it is through the particularity of our cultural heritage 
that we enter into the universality of the traditions of the Catholic Church and the 
universality of all of humanity. No one has any reason to feel threatened by this. No one has 
any reason to feel excluded.

Father C. Matthew Hawkins 
is newly ordained for the 
Pittsburgh Diocese.
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“But why,” some might ask, “do you say that your lives 
matter? What do you mean by this?”

When we say that our lives matter we are expressing the 
quintessential message of the Gospel of Life. For centuries, 
African American lives have been treated as though they 
did not matter. They were treated as though they were cheap 
and expendable. This was true under the regime of chattel 
slavery; it was true during the mass lynching of blacks in the 
post-civil war south, and in riots in the north to prevent racial 
integration. It was true for 100 years after emancipation and 
it was true when black soldiers were sent to the front lines of 
the battlefields to absorb the brunt of the casualties in times 
of war.

It has also been true under more recent policies of mass 
incarceration and disproportionate sentencing to capital 
punishment.

The cry that “Black Lives Matter” is a cry that comes 
from the Gospel of Life and from a rejection of the notion 
that human beings should be treated as though they are mere 
objects that should be thrown away when their lives are no 
longer deemed to be “useful.”

It is a rejection of the idea that human life is something 
that should be disposable for social convenience.

We reject the notion that depopulation and termination of 
pregnancies are acceptable means for combating poverty.

We reject the notion that the use of violence and military 
action without exhausting efforts for peaceful resolution of 
conflicts should be the basis of foreign policy.

We reject the notion that the state execution of prisoners 
is an acceptable and effective way to deter crime and to 
protect human life.

We reject the notion that withdrawing ordinary means of 
life-sustaining care is an acceptable way to reduce the cost of 
health care.

Again and again, we respond to the culture of death by 
reasserting a culture of life.

We reject anything in our culture that cheapens human 
life and that desensitizes us to human suffering. This includes 
gratuitous violence in entertainment, misogynist treatment of 
women and the plague of gunfire in our streets.

A Catholic understanding of the cry that “Black Lives 
Matter” is a celebration of the value and dignity of human life 
from the point of conception until natural death.

Therefore, let no one misunderstand and misinterpret 
what we mean when we say “Black Lives Matter.” Let no 
one convince themselves that they should feel offended or 
excluded by a Catholic understanding of the term. This is 
a phrase that embraces and acknowledges the tradition and 
culture of African American communities for 400 years 
and that applies the timeless value of human life to the 
particularity of the African American experience today. It is a 
phrase that asserts the value of life that is too often missing in 
American popular culture. 

Let this be a blessing to us, to our children, and to all 
humanity. Black Lives Matter. Black Catholics Matter. All 
Human Life Matters. May God Bless You.
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The Care for our Common Home is a huge challenge in parts of the Amazon. This 
report will focus on the plight of some of the indigenous people in parts of Brazil, 
Venezuela and Ecuador and the effects of the extractive industries there. It is the 
result of three meetings of the NGO Mining Working Group(MGW) and information 
from Ecuador from Ana Lucia Lopez. Two of the meetings had guest speakers: Jorge 
Manquez from Venezuela and Great-Grandmother Mary Lyons from Minnesota, an 
Ojibwe Elder, who is an international speaker on threats to indigenous families.

 In a Zoom conference on June 22, 2020, Jorge Manquez presented the 
environmental and human cost of illegal mining to the indigenous people of Venezuela. 
This country is very rich in natural resources: oil, gold, bauxite, diamonds and coltran. 
Due to the collapse of oil prices in 2016, President Maduro sanctioned the expansion of 
gold mining. It has become the main source of income and corruption for the state and 
its law enforcement. 

Maduro set up the “Arco Minero” (Orinoco Mining Arc). Its 111,846 square 
kilometers span the Amazonas, Bolivar and Amacuro states. The region is not only 
rich in minerals but also boasts of some of the most biodiverse areas of the Amazon 
rainforest. It borders the Canaima National Park. This region quickly became a hub 
for illegal mining where armed mafia and para-military (National Liberation Army 
of Colombia or ELN) took over. Maduro has used state security forces to legitimize 
otherwise criminal mineral extraction with other criminal groups processing and 
transporting the minerals to other countries. The mining activity is also reported inside 
the Canaima and Yapacana National Parks. The minerals are exported primarily to 
Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Russia, Colombia and Guyana. Once they are 
smuggled out of the country they are fraudulently legalized. 60% of the funding of the 
ELN comes from this illegal activity. Unfortunately the criminal network of the ELN 
has benefited Maduro’s administration.

In the four years since the creation of Arco Minero 1,190 square miles of the 
forests have been destroyed. In the “protected” areas home to the indigenous people, 
mining is reported. Since mercury is used to mine gold, high levels of mercury have 
been found in nearby rivers that provide drinking water for neighboring villages and 
countries. Fish which is both eaten and exported has high mercury levels. Mercury can 
damage the kidneys and brain, as well as impede fetal development. The aerial view of 
this mining region reveals its massive destruction. Mother earth is suffering. 

In addition to the Amazon basin and the thousand acres of deforestation, the 
indigenous peoples are victimized. The conditions of the mines are deplorable. 
500,000 workers are involved in mining the precious metals. 45% of the workers 
are underage. Some indigenous do it for the income, and others are coerced into the 
mining. Members of the “syndicates” who run the illegal operations mutilate or even 
murder those who protest. Young girls and women are trafficked. HIV and malaria are 
rampant.

When a new government comes into Venezuela, the “Arco Minero” decree must be 
repealed and laws must be passed to preserve the biodiversity of the area south of the 
Orinoco and the Amazon Rivers. The E.U. and the U.S.A. could pressure the countries 
who are importing Venezuelan gold. More secure borders are needed. Venezuela 
borders both Colombia and Brazil where smuggling is very easy. If the borders were 
secure the smuggling of gold would stop.

United Nations Report
Mary Ann Cassidy

Mary Ann Cassidy has 
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Like Venezuela, mining in Brazil was deemed an 
essential action by President Bolsonaro. The mining 
activity helped spread the virus among the indigenous 
and the poor. The pandemic was exploited with land 
seizures, illegal entry into indigenous territory by loggers 
and deregulation of environmental safeguards by the 
government. Food shortages and lack of adequate state-run 
health care have impacted the indigenous as well.

Across the border in Colombia some similar suffering 
has occurred among the indigenous. Norman Perez Bello 
of the Claretian Corporation said that the indigenous 
community of AESINPOME located in Puerto Gaitan-
Meta was victim to four incidents of harassment by 
armed actions in one month. Even though the Colombian 
President Duque promised aid in terms of food, as of early 
June it had not yet arrived. Food shortages there are in part 
due to COVID-19 confinement, which limits the ability 
of some indigenous communities to hunt, to gather and to 
fish. 

The drop in oil prices and the pandemic also affected 
Ecuador. With the closing of companies and the reduction 
of hours and services of state employees—the four regions 
of Ecuador have growing unemployment. The virus got a 
foothold in Ecuador, because of the 20,000 tourists who 
arrived from Italy, Spain and the U.S. in early March. The 
virus began in wealthy neighborhoods and then spread. 
Because restrictions were not tightened until mid-March 
there was a large loss of life in Guayaquil, Ecuador’s 
largest city and port, even with bodies stacked up in the 
street. 

 The indigenous people, the Huaroanis, learned of the 
COVID-19 virus through social media. The elders of the 
Huaorani ‘remembered their history’ (Mary Lyons) as well 
as the polio epidemic in the 60’s. As they did 60 years 
ago, the Huaorani fled deeper into the jungle to avoid the 
virus. They knew that they would have food (fruit and 
fat monkeys available now in the jungle). Their second 
response was to find and eat the plant food that is known to 
increase energy. 

The Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of the 
Ecuadorian Amazon (CONFENIAE) recommended to the 
300 ethnic groups to move away from cities and cultivate 
their farms. They knew that in addition to health reasons 
there would be a lack of work in the city, and increasing 
hunger with the economic impact of the virus. A woman 
from the Napo province said, “Everything will be barter; 
it’s essential to return to the field: to plant, to farm and 
to grow orchards, because there will be no food.” Many 
indigenous people use natural products, such as verbena, 
ginger, garlic bush and mint leaf for medicine. Clearly, 
the ways of their ancestors helped during the pandemic. 
Memory is a valuable commodity.

As if the pandemic were not enough, in April there 
were two serious oil spills in the Amazon river Napo 
and a tributary Coca.  The Napo River is 700 miles long. 
This spill meant that the fish were not edible for the 
indigenous living along the river. Oil and mining were 
not suspended during the pandemic. Both occupations 
were called “strategic” and therefore were not suspended. 
Many positive cases of COVID-19 developed due to oil 
workers travelling to and from their homes to the oil fields. 
One community, the Siekopal Nationality, has 700 people 
with 10 infected. They use ancient medicines, because 
the healthcare system is inadequate and hard to access for 
those living so far from a city.

Ojibwe Elder, Mary Lyons, told the Mining Working 
Group that our earth has warned us through tsunamis, fires 
and the pollution of our water sources. The indigenous in 
Latin America are losing their culture and livelihood, with 
the destruction of the rain forest and the effect of extractive 
industries. Thousands of species inhabiting the rain forest 
are also affected. As she told the MGW, “It’s not a you: it’s 
a ‘We.’ We’ve allowed this! We have caused this, but we 
can stop the destruction. We depend on one another.”

Since the writing of Laudato Si’, Pope Francis met 
with bishops from countries of the Amazon (October, 
2019). With their recommendations, a conference has 
been formed from the CELAM (Conference of Latin 
American Bishops) and REPAM (Pan-Amazonian 
Ecclesial Conference of the Amazon), called The Ecclesial 
Conference of the Amazon Region. This conference was 
formed in response to the multiple threats facing Latin 
America and the people who inhabit it: the pandemic, 
the realities of violence, exclusion and death against the 
biome.
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New paths for environmental conversion in a world in crisis? 
Some elements for discernment

Mauricio López Oropeza

Ecojesuit shares this input by Mauricio López on 11 June 2020 for the Extended 
Council of Father General Arturo Sosa of the Society of Jesus on Universal Apostolic 
Preference No. 4 Reconciliation with Creation.

Preamble: An apocalyptic hope

In these days, just in a few months, life has changed drastically and decisively for 
all of us, as a consequence of the pandemic produced by the COVID-19 that ravages 
our earth. It is impossible not to feel vulnerable in the face of this situation, above all 
because of the uncertainty of its true impact and dimension, for the implications it will 
have for our future life which will certainly experience changes in form and substance, 
and due to those women and men who will be impacted by it in the weeks, months, and 
years to come.

Uncertainty principle

In the face of this, it is essential to read this situation through the eyes of our 
faith, for those of us who are believers, and to offer to others our experience of 
acknowledging ourselves as fragile followers, redeemed sinners, in a project of a 
Kingdom to be built here and now, and one in which we are called to be co-creators.

A project that in the end we believe that, in spite of our flaws and our limited 
horizon, will open pathways into a new society of justice, fraternity and solidarity. 
One in which what previously was considered despicable or excluded, will become the 
cornerstone for weaving new life.

Fragility principle

We want to look at reality without naivety, that is, without idealized or alienating 
looks that are trapped in a non-existent reality, but with the certainty of knowing that 
we are called to be participants in giving a firm and consistent response with the faith 
we profess, according to our reality and particular possibilities; according to times, 
places and people (key to discernment in the tradition of Saint Ignatius).

Principle of hopeful discontent

This pandemic is an invitation to believe irrevocably in a creator God, and in His 
promise to accompany us, embracing our own role as co-creators, until we overcome 
this situation. …“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 
dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was 
seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Revelation 21, 3-5

Blind Bartimaeus as a pedagogical model for conversion into caring for our 
common home in a broken humanity

I. Bartimaeus’ blindness as an expression of our own blindness as humanity 
Immense neglect we have of home

If there is one thing that is obvious and unquestionable to the heart that is touched 
by reality, it is that this pandemic has made us aware of our fragility and of our 

Mauricio López Oropeza is 
Executive Secretary of the 
Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial 
Network (REPAM) and 
former President of World 
Christian Life Community. 
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his permission.
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enormous failures in the way we have decided to live as 
societies. We are aware of the fractures in our relations 
with each other, that is to say, in this pandemic we realize 
how tremendously blind we have been – and continue to 
be on several levels.

The predominant “throwaway culture” in which the 
logic of domination (of using and discarding) is applied 
to so many essential aspects of life, even in our human 
relations. This has led us in many ways to a point of 
possible non-return in the rupture of the ecosystemic 
balance. There is a growing fratricidal dynamism, and 
we’re experiencing some type of spiritual void. We are 
blind in so many ways, in a world where we seem to be 
losing the connection with the sense of mystery, therefore, 
with the sacred that is expressed in all of creation.

Today the scientific data are irrefutable when they 
argue that the climate crisis, a true environmental 
emergency, is the result of anthropic factors. We are 
responsible for this situation, as Laudato Si’ repeatedly 
states. In fact, the greatest ecological sin, and the main 
cause of this crisis, is explained above all by the current 
planetary inequity, and by the model of unlimited growth 
and voracious accumulation that dominates global society.

We have reached an unprecedented point where 26 
family corporations concentrate the same amount of 
wealth as the poorest 50% of the planet’s population, that 
is, the poorest 3.7 billion people. Also, 1% of the world’s 
population concentrates more than 80% of the world’s 
wealth. And, simultaneously, today we are consuming 
the equivalent of 1.6 planets on the basis of our global 
ecological footprint versus the planetary carrying capacity.

Too many governments and corporations claim that 
the excessive extraction and exploitation of the goods of 
creation, the so-called “natural resources,” is necessary 
to feed the hungry; but, today 46% of the planetary 
population is in some degree of poverty, and there are 900 
million people living in hunger, when at the same time 
35% to 40% of the food we produce globally is being 
wasted. These figures, just to show a few, express to some 
extent the evident blindness in which we have lived.

God has given us the earth as a gift and as a task, to 
care for it and to answer for it; we do not own it. Integral 
ecology has its foundation in the fact that “everything in 
the world is connected” (LS 16). For this reason, ecology 
and social justice are intrinsically united (cf. LS 137). With 
integral ecology a new paradigm of justice emerges, since 
“a true ecological approach always becomes a social 
approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates 
on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth 
and the cry of the poor.” (LS 49) Amazon Synod Final 
Document, No. 66

II. Bartimaeus embraces his blindness, cries out his 
longing for the encounter with the Lord, and abandons 
the attachments that prevent him from setting forth.

The crisis confirms what has already been said, what we 
are doing, and what we want to do for a creation that 
needs reconciliation.

Bartimaeus’ cry represents the cry of this entire 
generation, and that of sister-mother earth. It is the cry 
of humanity, all of it, which groans with labor pains in 
the face of the uncertainty of this planetary ecosystemic 
crisis, together with the crisis produced by the COVID-19. 
A pandemic in which the numbers of deforestation, the 
burning of natural reserves and of indigenous lands, the 
regression in environmental policies and legal conquests of 
native peoples, and cases of violence against the defenders 
of the common house, have increased significantly in 
the Amazon, and elsewhere. Human blindness and the 
phagocytic capacity of many power groups that do not 
understand the limits have not been quarantined.

Bartimaeus’ cry is an exalted call for compassion, 
that is, that others may feel what we are feeling and 
thus shorten distances to know that we are genuinely 
accompanied in this pain. It is the search for a new way 
of relating to one another; one in which a sense of mercy 
prevails, and in which a true capacity for communion with 
the earth as a true sister and mother is developed, just 
as the canticle of the creatures of Saint Francis of Assisi 
expresses.

Reconciliation with creation, following the conversion 
of Bartimaeus:

1. Begins with the process of acknowledging our own 
blindness, and our failure to fulfill the mandate to foster 
and promote life in abundance for everyone, and for all of 
creation;

2. Continues with the deafening cry for help when we 
know that we are incapable and responsible for having 
broken the planetary balance, to the point that we no 
longer know how to stop this crisis;

3. It continues with the unexpected act of knowing that 
we are called by Jesus to recognize that we are helpless on 
the ground, and by pure faith we stand up to try to take the 
new unknown paths;

4. And culminates in abandoning the old ways that 
contradict the project of a new heaven and a new earth, 
one that must reflect a radical change in the societal 
system that is intrinsically rotten by being a generator of 
exclusion, and a producer of daily death for the poorest, 
God’s favorites, the blessed.
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In order to follow Jesus, we must throw away that 
blanket that represents our attachments and be truly 
indifferent, in the Ignatian way, in order to be worthy 
recipients of the message of the living Christ. With this 
pandemic so many things have changed in a little more 
than a couple of months, and many things should never be 
the same again.

What superfluous security, which we thought was 
essential, should we abandon as Church and society at this 
time (following the example of Bartimaeus who threw 
that blanket, which was possibly his only belonging), 
to prepare ourselves for what is truly new in a true 
reconciliation with the earth?

III. Bartimaeus asks for conversion (to be able to see), 
sets forth on the path to achieve it, and discerns new 
ways to love more and follow the Lord better.

The need to react as the single humanity we are without 
distinction

Life gives us an unprecedented opportunity to rethink 
our future and rebuild it from the ashes that this pandemic 
and the climate emergency have produced and continue to 
produce. It is time to recognize the roots of our existence 
as members of this earth, from which we come from and 
on which we depend for our continuity.

The following phrase from the Popol Vuh, the sacred 
book of the Maya, can give us light to undertake this 
discernment sustained on the recognition of our mud-
humus as the origin of our finite existence, and as the 
element that God himself uses for the act of our creation 
in his image and likeness in the Christian tradition:“they 
plucked our fruits, cut our branches, burned our trunks, 
but they could not kill our roots.”

When Jesus asks us now, as he did to Bartimaeus: 
what do you want me to do for you? What is at stake is the 
future itself: what do we respond to this question? What 
does the Church and society respond to this question that 
forces us to look within and not to justify ourselves in 
the many good things we do? (Magis) Are we capable of 
assuming what it means to be able to see a horizon, beyond 
these crises, and to set forth following in the footsteps 
of Jesus with audacity and prophecy in the care of the 
common house?

III.1 New pathways to assume the conversion towards 
the care of our common home – 4 tripods

A path for personal and communal conversion

A. Metanoia. Radical conversion of the heart. Only 
those who are transformed from within can fully assume 
God’s call. It is to go to the most intimate part of the 
interior and allow oneself to be transformed entirely, and 

from the root to surrender oneself to what is the will of 
God. To embrace our Principle and Foundation so that 
all the rest can be fit in around it, incorporating in it the 
recognition of our origin from the humus: the earth on 
from which we come from and on which we depend.

B. Alterity. Recognize that the mystery of life, and the 
concrete presence of God, is only experienced through the 
eyes of the other. The deepest sense of being community, 
expressed in the Trinity itself, is found in the affirmation 
that states: God can be experienced individually, but His 
mission can only be fully experienced in a shared way. An 
otherness in terms of a preferential option for the Christ 
present in others, especially the most excluded, and a call 
to recognize our sister-mother earth as an alter, as truly 
another.

C. Parresia. To be able to interpret the signs of the 
times in order to find the particular call that God himself 
presents to us as Church, that is, to be collaborators in 
the building of the Kingdom; To unveil and denounce 
the causes that produce structural sin, not only to remain 
in the diagnosis; To embrace, recapture or develop the 
gift of prophecy in the care of our common home as an 
indispensable element of being a believer today.

A path for Ecclesial Conversion

A. Pastoral (Evangelii Gaudium). A call to a 
true missionary going forth; to go out of ourselves to 
experience the joy of the Gospel that changes everything 
in those who meet Jesus. It is to let joy be born and reborn 
with Christ in order to give a face to a renewed missionary 
Church following this mandate to go out of ourselves, with 
the desire to be evangelizers with the Spirit and for the 
care of our common home.

B. Cultural (Ad Gentes Decree – VCII, Final 
Document of the Amazon Synod and Querida Amazonia) 
Our conversion must also be cultural, making us the other, 
learning from the other. To be present, to respect and 
recognize their values, to live and practice inculturation 
and interculturality in our proclamation of the Good News. 
Only an inserted and inculturated missionary Church 
will promote the emergence of particular autochthonous 
churches, with an Amazonian face and heart, rooted in 
the people’s own cultures and traditions, united in the 
same faith in Christ and diverse in their way of living, 
expressing and celebrating it (Amazon Synod Final 
Document No. 41 and 42).

C. Synodal (Episcopalis Communio – EC). To pay 
attention to the sensus fidei, by which “the universal body 
made up of the faithful, whom the Holy One has anointed 
(cf. 1 Jn2:20, 27), is incapable of erring in belief. This 
is a property which belongs to the people as a whole; a 
supernatural sense of faith is the means by which they 
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make this property manifest, when ‘from Bishops to the 
last of the lay faithful’, they show universal agreement in 
matters of faith and morals.” (EC 5). And, in this sense, 
“Here it must be remembered that ‘cultures are in fact 
quite diverse, and every general principle… needs to be 
inculturated, if it is to be respected and applied.’ In this 
way, it can be seen that the synodal process not only has its 
point of departure but also its point of arrival in the People 
of God…” (EC 7)

A path for an Integral Ecology Conversion

A. What is happening to our common home and 
the human root of the crisis (LS Chapters 1 and 2). The 
“rapidification” of the changes and the deterioration that 
these produce affect the quality of life of a large part of 
humanity. Pollution and climate change, as a result of the 
throwaway culture; To acknowledge climate as a common 
good, addressing the issue of water and the depletion of 
the goods of creation, as well as the inequality of access 
to them; Loss of biodiversity, deterioration of the quality 
of life and planetary inequity; The need to denounce the 
technocratic power, and the crisis and consequences of 
modern anthropocentrism.

B. Integral Ecology as a multidimensional 
category (LS Chapter 4). Everything is intimately related, 
and the current problems require a look that takes into 
account all the factors of the world crisis. Ecologies: 
environmental, economic, social, cultural, of daily life, 
the principle of the common good and justice between 
generations.

C. An agenda for action towards an ecological 
paradigm	in	the	educational	and	spiritual	fields	(LS 
Chapters 5 and 6). Ways of dialogue on the environment in 
international political spaces, in local and national spheres 
to get out of the spiral of self-destruction, transparency of 
decision-making processes, economic policies to promote 
human good living and the dialogue between faith and 
science; To reflect on the common origin and mutual 
belonging, and on a future shared by all to promote another 
way of life; To create another paradigm of environmental 
education for ecological conversion, to encourage joy and 
peace in a happy sobriety; To promote sacramental signs 
and celebrations for ecological conversion.

A path for spiritual conversion (some keys in Teilhard 
de Chardin)

A. An Incarnational mystique. “We are not human 
beings having a spiritual experience, we are spiritual 
beings having a human experience.” Communion with 
creation makes sense in human beings by the very fact of 
their origin and destiny.

B. Full interconnectedness. “The more we penetrate 
into the remoteness and depths of matter, the more we 
are confused by the interrelationship of its parts. Every 
element of the cosmos is positively interwoven with 
all the others. It is impossible to break this network. 
It is impossible to isolate a single one of its pieces 
without it fraying. The Universe is sustained by its 
whole.” Everything is related.

C. Total love and communion with all of 
creation. “To be able to literally tell God that one loves 
him not only with one’s whole body, one’s whole heart, 
and one’s whole soul, but with the whole Universe in the 
process of unification: this is a prayer that can only be 
made in the bosom of space-time.” A universal cosmic 
hope is the only one that can help us overcome this crisis, 
in this particular place and in this specific moment, and 
with these hands.

Conclusion

“I’m not afraid of the new world that’s emerging. 
Rather, I fear that Jesuits have little or nothing to offer 
that world. Little or nothing to say or do that could justify 
our existence. I am afraid that we might offer answers of 
yesterday to the problems of tomorrow. We do not pretend 
to defend our mistakes, but neither do we want to make the 
biggest mistake of all: that of waiting with our arms folded 
and doing nothing for fear of making a mistake.” Pedro 
Arrupe SJ
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The Young Adult CLC  
Formation Team

Christine Cichello 

The Young Adult CLC Formation Team is made up 
of Frank Vuong, Lois Campbell, Liem Thanh Le, Marie 
Schimelfening and Christine Cichello. They hosted 
training on Saturday, June 27 over Zoom. We had seven 
young adult participants from Texas, Pennsylvania, New 
York, Massachusetts, Washington DC and Georgia. They 
include Matthew Thompson, Jocie Lividini, Vanessa 
Garza, Franny Hess, Daniel Nguyen, Annie McEwen and 
Daniel Do. Most groups will be meeting virtually with 
opportunities to attend yearly retreats and other gatherings. 
They prayed and shared on the scripture passage from 
Mark on the Feeding of the 5000 and also discussed what 
it means to be an apostolic community. They are in the 
midst of recruiting new members and are excited to get 
started as well as to attend the next training. If you know 
of any young adults interested in joining a group, contact 
Frank and Chris at cura@bc.edu and we will send you a 
registration form. AMDG!

Matt Thompson

 I am a co-coordinator for a new young adult CLC 
with Dee Scaramella. We have been meeting every other 
week for the past year via Zoom calls. While many people 
in our community have participated in CLC either in high 
school or college, most of us took a break before taking the 
opportunity to rejoin our current group.

Our conversations have been centered on scripture, 
religious reflections and some of our favorite videos and 
TED Talks. We’ve even had a guest speaker join our 
group one week. A few weeks ago we had our first training 
session for coordinators in which we discussed CLC’s 
history and the three rounds of sharing for our meetings. It 
was a great time and really energized and excited me for 
the future of our group.

mailto:cura@bc.edu
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Walt Whitman speaks to us in The Divine Ship:

One thought ever at the fore
That on this Divine ship,
The world breasting time and space 
All people of the globe together sail,
Sail the same voyage
All bound to the same destination.

The presence of Christ in creation and the fullness 
of the Incarnation blossomed in the spirituality of St. 
Augustine. It is a good sounding board for Laudato Si’.   
St Augustine sees the beauty of creation as a confession to 
God: “Question all the beautiful things of the earth. They 
will answer you: Behold and see we are beautiful. Their 
confession is their confession to God. Who made these 
beautiful changing things, if not one who is beautiful and 
changes not?”

For Simone Weil, the French philosopher, the concept 
of beauty extends beyond the world. “We must have faith 
that the universe is beautiful on all levels… The love of 
this beauty proceeds from God dwelling in our souls and 
goes out to God present in the universe.” Beauty serves a 
salvation function for Weil. It is another way in which the 
divine reality invades our lives. 

Reminder: Our prayers are a remembrance of whose 
house we are in.

Laudato Si’ and the Celebration of Creation  Peter Macaluso
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Your contribution can make a difference 
in faith formation, building community and 
promoting the Ignatian charism.

Even a small contribution can make a 
huge impact over time…
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